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The Master-Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick D. West was born in 
Rising Fawn, Ga. He graduated from Northwest Georgia High School 
in 1981 and immediately entered the U.S. Navy.  
 
West received recruit training and quartermaster training at Orlando, 
Fla., followed by Enlisted Submarine School at Groton, Conn. His 
first duty assignment was on board USS Ethan Allen (SSN 608) where 
he completed submarine qualifications. Other assignments include 
USS Thomas Edison (SSN 610), USS Sea Devil (SSN 664), Commander 
Naval Activities United Kingdom (COMNAVACTUK), USS Tecumseh 
(SSBN 628)(Blue) and Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet (COMSUBPAC) Staff (TRE Team).  
 
West was then assigned as chief of the boat on board the San Diego-
based fast attack submarine, USS Portsmouth (SSN 707), completing 2 
Western Pacific deployments. The crew earned two Battle Efficiency 
òEó awards. Upon completion of a command master chief 
(CMC) tour at COMSUBRON 11, he was selected as force master 
chief, COMSUBPAC from January 2001 to 2004. West was then 
assigned to USS Preble (DDG-88) home ported in San Diego, where 
he deployed to the Persian Gulf and qualified as an enlisted surface 
warfare specialist.  
 
West was selected during his tour on the Preble to serve as Pacific Fleet 
(PACFLT), fleet master chief from February 2005 to June 2007. 
Following PACFLT, he served as the 14th fleet master chief for the 
Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command. Westõs personal awards 
include the Legion of Merit (two awards), Meritorious Service Medal 
(three awards), Navy Commendation Medal (four awards), Navy 
Achievement Medal (two awards), Enlisted Surface Warfare Insignia, 
Enlisted Submarine Insignia and SSBN Deterrent Patrol Pin. 

  
         From the Desk of the Executive Director 

                            

Officer Standards - Some folks still just do not get it. I have 
viewed several summer training photos from around the 
USA, and we still have some who are way beyond physical 
standards. This really damages the program in the eyes of 
the NAVY and no matter how much we discuss this, people 
keep on doing it. It is beyond comprehension to 
understand why some think they look better hanging out of 
a uniform than going to alternative dress. HQTRS is 
requesting that all representatives take a hard line on 
this ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ folks into the alternative 
uniform.  To do otherwise, just totally blows the NSCC 
creditability of being a professional organization with 
whatever service we are working with. We all know a CO of 
any organization has a whole lot less respect for someone 
trying to fit in a uniform than someone in an alternative 
uniform.  We also need to consider the Navy got quite 
upset with our standards some years back and we came 
very close to losing the Navy officer style uniform. That 
alone should drive everyone to get in the uniform that they 
are suited for. If the adult is in this program for the 
uniform, they need to re-think their motives. We do not 
want to jeopardize the Navy uniform because some adults 
do not want to comply with regulations.   
 

Hazing - We still have not made satisfactory progress in this 
area. We have had several instances of this over the 
summer on both coasts. Sadly we have some cadets and 
adults dismissed from the program. There are no second 
chances on this and all members should be aware of this. 
Simply stated; you do it, you get caught, you go 
home.  There is no excuse and no exceptions.   We need to 
continue to spread the word on this so our members know 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
seem to get it right. 
 

Best Regards, MDF. 
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 Extracts from a letter from Daniel B. Branch, Jr. 
 
 
August 31, 2010  
 
Dear Fellow Navy Leaguers  
 
NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS (NSCC) 
  
The month of September has again been proclaimed as Naval Sea Cadets Month in recognition of the many 
benefits we all realize from this premier youth program.   While I urge you to support the NSCC program fully 
throughout the year, designating September as  a NSCC Month will give you an opportunity to place special 
emphasis on the Navy League's exclusively sponsored youth education program.  
  
The national leadership of the Sea Cadets (which is a separate corporation from the Navy League) has gone 
on record t his month with their units and members to encourage Sea Cadets parents to join the Navy 
League.  For councils working with Sea Cadets, please follow up on this during the summer and fall as 
appropriate.   I have heard that some Councils have indicated they are looking at funding Sea Cadets Parentõs 
membership as a way to increase their ranks and gain younger members in the processé    
   
éMy personal thanks to all of our dedicated Navy Leaguers throughout the nation,  from the Black Sea to 
Thailand, who are d oing the  good work for the Navy League day in and day out.   Did you know that we have 
adopted 131 Navy ships, 113 Coast Guard Cutters, 282 Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard Units, and that 
we support 731 youth groups including 201 Sea Cadet Units?   Our Councils and  National headquarters  gave 
the Sea Cadets over $848,000 last year, and  Councils provided  more than  $194,000 for scholastic 
achievement last year.   And, did you know that Councils recognized 1,551 Sailors for excellence, and held 
890 membership meetings/dinners last year?   In Florida, Region President Bill Dudley has honored about 
1,000 Individual Augmentees (IAs) at luncheons and receptions.   The IAs have been returning from 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and  Djibouti, and we congratulate Bill for such a ph enomenal undertaking in reaching out 
to these IAs and their families.  For more information, please contact Bill at  anuday00@aol.com .    
  
We are doing great work thanks to you and we can be proud of our Navy League accomplishments.  
  
My warmest wishes,  
  
Daniel B. Branch, Jr.  
National President  

 

 

mailto:anuday00@aol.com
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The Navy Today ï December 2010  
 

 
 

Active Duty:    328,428  

   
 
Officers:   52,327  

   
 
Enlisted:   271,555  

   
 
Midshipmen:   4,546  

Ready Reserve:    101,252 [As of 10 Oct 2010]  

   
 
Selected Reserves: 64,981  

   
 
Individual Ready Reserve: 36,271  

Reserves currently mobilized:    6,340 [As of 30 Nov 2010]  

Personnel on deployment:    43,688  

Navy Department Civilian Employees:    202,821  

 
Deployable Battle Force Ships: 288  

   
 

Ships Underway (away from homeport): 152 ships (53% of total)  

   
 

On deployment: 107 ships (37 % of total)  

  
 
 

Attack submarines underway (away from homeport): 25 subs (46%)  

   
 

Carriers:  

USS Enterprise (CVN 65) - Atlantic Ocean  
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) - Pacific Ocean  
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) - 5th Fleet  
USS George Washington (CVN 73) - East China Sea  
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) - port visit Souda Bay  
USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) - Atlantic Ocean  

   
 

Amphibious Warfare Ships:  

USS Peleliu (LHA 5) - 3rd Fleet  
USS Essex (LHD 2) - port visit Okinawa  
USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) - 5th Fleet  

 
Aircraft (operational):  3700+  
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UNITED STATES NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS  

 

RADM RICHARD OôKANE DIVISION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation for 

NSCC HONOR RIBBON 

 
In the case of 

 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER THOMAS R. CORNES  

UNITED STATES NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS  
 

 

For service as set forth in the following citation: 

 

ñFor distinguished and honorable service on 25 September 2010, on the American River near Coloma, 

California. Chief Petty Officer Thomas Cornes was on a team building exercise with the Vintage High 

School Varsity Water Polo Team when a man shooting down the rapids on a river raft fell into the icy water.  

The situation became life threatening as the victim hit a large the rock resulting in the wind being knocked 

out of him.  He was thus unable to breathe as he struggled with the powerful current.  Immediately assessing 

the situation and determining the man was in a life and death situation, Chief Petty Officer Cornes, jumped 

into the Class III rapids and swam to the drowning man.  He was able to get to the man and eventually was 

able to bring him to safety.  CPO Cornes, having rafted on the river for many years, intervened fully 

understanding the extremely hazardous and unpredictable conditions of the whitewater rapids.  In taking this 

action, he willingly put himself at great risk of injury and/or death.  Cornesô heroic actions brought distinct 

credit upon himself, and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Navy, United States 

Naval Sea Cadet Corps, and the Rear Admiral Richard OôKane Division.ò 

 

 

 

Recommended:    Approved: 

 

 

 

LCDR STEVE NASH, NSCC  CAPT MICHAEL D. FORD, USNR (Ret) 

Regional Director 12-3   Executive Director 

U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps   U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps  
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3
rd

 Quarter 2010 CPO Promotions 
 

 
 

 

CPO Summer L. Franklin    CPO Anthony L. Meredith 

Mayport Division     Centurion Battalion 

 

CPO Ryan Kierce     CPO Michael Weller 

Iwo Jima Division     John T. Dempster Jr. Division 

 

CPO Kasey L. Larson     CPO David S. Duchene 

Oregon Division     James M. Hannan Division 

  

CPO Jacob Harberts     CPO Sarah E. Fulmer 

Central Iowa Division     Marvin Shields Seabee Battalion 

 

CPO Blake Kabriti     CPO Jeffrey A. Sonberg 

Forrestal Squadron     Annapolis Division 

 

CPO Christian T. Kearns    CPO Kyle L. Schweitzer 

Stallion Division     Annapolis Division 

 

CPO Zachary Dodd     CPO Sean W. Mckavitt 

Ghostriders Squadron     Annapolis Division 

 

CPO Cody A. Mignogna    CPO Scott M. Lewellen 

Pittsburgh Battalion     SEAL Beach Battalion 

  

CPO Jonathan V. Allen    CPO Joseph A. Olmeda 

Great Lakes Division     Constitution Division 

 

CPO Dustin A. Jackson    CPO Joseph L. Jackson 

Centurion Battalion     Centurion Battalion 

 

CPO Amanda J. Gorecki    CPO Kyle Webb 

Poseidon Division     Dealey Division 

 

CPO Alexander Fong     CPO Allison D. Adamos 

Lexington Division     Gunfighter Squadron 

 

CPO Emily Westbrook    CPO Bradford M. Correll 

ADM William F. Halsey Battalion   Whiting Division 

 

CPO Marshall D. Smith    CPO Libby Luedecke 

Pentagon Division     Alexandria Division  
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3rd Quarter 2010 PO1 Promotions 

 
 

 
 

PO1 Lucas D. Murphy   PO1 Jacob A. Bell 

Centurion Battalion    Whiting Division 

 

PO1 Kathryn Fleming    PO1 Jeffrey Carroll 

Central Iowa Division    Yankees Squadron 

 

PO1 Matthew Stock    PO1 Daniel Russell 

Central Iowa Division    Portland Division 

 

PO1 Alandra Cook    PO1 Evan Goss 

Maine Division    Boston Minutemen Division 

 

PO1 Johnathan P. Walsh   PO1 Max A. Wolffe 

Harry S. Truman Squadron   Diablo Squadron 

 

PO1 Patrick Leighton    PO1 Ashley E. Meredith 

Gadsden Battalion    Centurion Battalion 

 

PO1 Krystle N. Sweeney   PO1 Sean Purcell 

Constitution Division    233
rd

 Seabee Battalion 

 

PO1 Philip D. Allison    PO1 Delaney J. Brock 

Massachusetts Bay Division   Spruance Division 

 

PO1 Kimberly H. See    PO1 Torrance D. Berg 

Phoenix Division    Poseidon Division 

 

PO1 Morgan M. Conklin   PO1 Parker A. Norton 

Annapolis Division    Poseidon Division 

 

PO1 Connor Schmidt    PO1 Britta Tornberg 

Suncoast Squadron    Battleship New Jersey Division 

 

PO1 Marc J. Eteve    PO1 John C. Daniels   

Grey Ghost Division    Nine One One Division   

 

PO1 Daniel Ekberg    PO1 Richard A. Koehnke   

Suncoast Squadron    Aurora Division     

 

PO1 Rebecca D. Corley   PO1 Julia M. Patsios  

FDR Squadron    Massachusetts Bay Division 

 



8 

 

 

 
 

I don't know, but it's been said 

Air force wings are made of lead 

I don't know, but I've been told 

Navy wings are made of gold 

He-ey Ar-rmy 

Ba-ack packing Ar-my 

Put on your packs and follow me 

I'm in the U.S. Navy 

He-ey Air Force 

Lo-ow flying Air Force 

Get in your planes and follow me 

I'm in the U.S. Navy 

He-ey Coast Guard 

Pud-dle pirate Coast Guard 

Get in your boats and follow me 

I'm in the U.S. Navy 

He-ey Marines 

bullet-sponge marine corps 

Pick up your rifles and follow me 

I'm in the U.S. Navy!  
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AROUND THE NATION 
 

A selection of stories submitted by units 
Ė 

  

 

 

 

The cadets began the days aboard NAS Whidbey at the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit (CNATTU), 

coordinated by Chief Avionics Technician Robert Rhodes, observing classroom training in various aviation rates. They 

also got to see Sailors in action at Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 129, Aviation Survival Training Center, NAS 

Whidbey Island Search and Rescue, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 10, Fleet Readiness Center Northwest, Crash and 

Rescue and Air Traffic Control.  

 

Additionally, the cadets were exposed to the Navyôs Physical Training regimen. Aviation Machinistôs Mate 1st Class 

Marcus Thomas, a Command Fitness Leader at CNATTU said, ñItôs important to promote physical readiness in a 

career within Naval Aviation. Without a doubt, physical fitness is one of the most important aspects of our training. I 

had a great time leading these young men and women.ò At the end of each day, the cadets headed to CNATTU where 

they learned about aviation theory and history, similar to the Navyôs Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist program. ñI 

had a blast teaching these young men and women,ò said Avionics Technician First Class Brian Dale. ñIt was great to 

have an opportunity to show them what Naval Aviation is all about. It feels great knowing we had a positive impact on 

them.ò  

 

The cadets finished out their training at Jim Creek Recreation area, participating in team building exercises and 

getting a view of the off-duty activities that the Pacific Northwest has to offer. ñItôs extremely important for the Cadets 

to see the activities available during liberty hours,ò said Avionics Technician First Class Brandon Kelly. ñItôs a great way 

to show them one of the many benefits the Navy offers to its hard working men and women.ò The Cadets concluded the 

two-week long course with a graduation ceremony at the P-3 Static display where they were pinned with the Sea Cadet 

Aviation Warfare device. For some, this may be a final step toward the possibility at joining the ranks of the United 

States Navy. If you would like to get involved in next yearôs training, keep your eyes open next summer when the Sea 

Cadets return to NAS Whidbey and help continue this outstanding program from the Fleetôs brightest and best Sailors.  
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Ė 
 

 

 

  Members of the 1124th Construction Battalion Sea Cadets recently built this blue picnic table, and another 

like it, for the Heritage Senior Center in McDonough.  

 

Ė 

  

 
 

The John T. Dempster, Jr Division became the first unit in the state of New Jersey to graduate a Teen CERT 

unit.  On October 30
th
, 2010, 15 cadets became certified as members of the Mercer County Teen Community 

Emergency Response Team. 

 

Mercer County CERT Coordinator Doreen Robertson and Sea Cadet Instructor Patrick Rutherford worked 

together to organize and provide training to the cadets, who range in age from 14 to 17. The 20-hour training 

program culminated in a final exam at the John T. Dempster Fire Academy where the cadets were put 

through the final module of the course.  This module in the 9-module course presented the cadets with a 

Search and Rescue (SAR) scenario within a ñstorm damagedò house, putting out small fires with handheld 

extinguishers and performing an extraction of an ñinjured manò under a collapsed wall. 
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CERT is part of the larger national Citizen Corps program.  The Teen CERT program is designed to mirror 

the regular CERT where its members learn emergency first aid, triage, disaster psychology, search and 

rescue, the incident command structure and fire safety.  This program trains the cadets to be useful members 

of an emergency team in their schools, their communities and in their own homes should an emergency 

arise.  Having Teen CERT credentials permits cadets to join their local township units as well as any Teen 

CERT unit in their high schools or colleges. 

 

These fifteen cadets are not only the first Sea Cadet Unit in NJ to be CERT certified but also are the very 

first Teen CERT unit in Mercer County, New Jersey.  LTjg Michael Treacy, commanding officer of the 

Dempster Division is very proud of these plank holders and impressed with the training received.  He and 

Instructor Rutherford plan to hold new classes every fall to continue certifying new members as they come 

into the unit.   

Ė 

PAT KELLY / News Herald Writer 

 
WEST BAY ð Ernest Hemingway called them clean, well-lighted places, spots in the world where the lonely might 

feel more welcome. Military veterans now officially have a place to call their own at the new Northwest Florida 

Beaches International Airport. After over two years of planning, the new 2,000-square-foot Mil itary Welcome Center 

will offer veterans who are returning, leaving or just passing through a place to relax, watch cable on a large-screen 

TV or grab something to eat from a small kitchen. There is even a play area for children. 

Brig. Gen. James Browne, commander of the 325th Fighter Wing at Tyndall Air Force Base, said the center will help 

military personnel feel closer to home. ñItôs always comforting to go to an area in a strange airport and feel welcome,ò 

Browne said, echoing Hemingway. The center is on the airport terminalôs second floor, above the baggage claim area. 

Almost 100 people attended the dedication ceremony. 

 

The color guard from the Seawolf Division of Navy Sea Cadets presented the colors at a reception in the military welcome center 

at Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport. 

http://www.newsherald.com/reporter-profile/pat-kelly-newsheraldwriter-552
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¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ !ǊƳȅ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ [ƻƴƎōƻǿ ς a weapon our enemy rightly fears.   Sea Cadets 
in Torpedo Squadron 8 (Phoenix - East Valley) had a rare opportunity in September to visit the Western Army Aviation Training Center 
(WAATS) which provides advanced training to military personnel.  Hosted by the WAATS Commanding Officer, Col. Ken Campbell, 
Torpedo Squadron 8 was treated to an amazing tour on a bright, desert morning just north of Tucson, Arizona. Sea Cadets toured the 
flight line and were provided with a detailed briefing on the operational capabilities of the Apache Longbow which is made by Boeing in 
Mesa, Arizona.  Cadets were able to enter the cockpit of the Longbow and experience what it is like to be surrounded by a dizzying 
array of instruments ς so many that one crewmember is dedicated to fly the Longbow while another is the weapons officer.  It's 
cramped quarters in the cockpit and not the easiest to get into.  Equipped with awesome weapons there is good reason the Longbow is 
one of our most effective weapons. 

    

After the flight line tour, Torpedo Squadron 8 Sea Cadets and instructor/officers were treated to the opportunity to try their hand at flying 

the Longbow on a simulator.  These were the same simulators that are used by the Longbow pilots to sharpen their skills ï with large 

screens and detailed readouts on flight conditions.  Flying over Iraqi villages modeled on real terrain, Sea Cadets ñflewò their Longbows 

and attacked a column of maneuvering tanks.  With a short amount of direction, Sea Cadets did well keeping their ñbirdsò in the air and 

taking out tanks.  After a few minutes, though, it was clear that the level of skill necessary to be successful pilot requires a great amount 

of time and practice.  Once you start moving the cyclic and the collective it is clear that a special ñtouchò is required. 

     

Torpedo Squadron 8 is one of the Sea Cadetôs newest squadrons being formed just a year ago.  Even so, it has already had the 

opportunity to be immersed in the military aviation community.  An early highlight was a visit to the 214
th
 Reconnaissance Squadron at 

Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson which flies Predator aircraft ñreal-timeò in Iraq and Afghanistan ï think about commuting to work at 8 

am and flying an ISR (intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance) mission in Afghanistan then attending your kidôs school soccer 

game that evening) ï it really is a new world! 
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Cadet SA Matthew Self raising the flag while Cadet SA Daniel Self looks on. 

 
LTJG Kerry Williamson, Cadet SA Daniel Self and Cadet SA Matthew Self watch as the  

festivities begin for the 67
th
 birthday for the USS Yorktown. 

 

 
Cadet SA Matthew Self, RADM Bill Goodwin USN, and Cadet SA Daniel Self on the  

flight deck of the USS Yorktown during the 67
th
 Birthday Celebration of the ship. 


