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Sea cadets called 'best of the best'
Thursday, July 05, 2007
By Patty Mattison

I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy Fourth. I'm sure there were lots of picnics and
seafood boils, sports and celebrating. A story I covered recently really fits in with this
holiday. 

 Advertisement

 

I attended the Petty Officer Leadership Academy graduation recently at the Naval Air Base
in Belle Chasse and I was impressed with these teenage boys and girls and their dedication
to our country. The cadets showed us some very impressive acrobatics they learned, which
included flips and jumps, and they only had a week to get their routine together. They
posted the colors, and we said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Before he gave out the awards to the 18 sea cadets, Capt. Walter "Jay" Adelmann said, "As
you know, not everyone made it; you are the best of the best. You've proven yourself to be
mentally and physically fit. That's the best of the best. Congratulations!"

Lt. Cmdr. James Dodd said, "Continue to take care of yourself. The tools you've learned will
take you a long way. Your performance must be a continued reflection of your training."

Adelmann and Dodd presented awards. The cadets honored were Roy Cochran, Twin
Cities Squadron, St. Paul, Minn.; Morghan Gaudin, Eisenhower Division, New Orleans;
Joshua Guimbellot, Chennault Division, Lake Charles; Charlotte Joure, Tennessee Division,
Millington, Tenn.; James McLean, Courageous Division, Cape Canaveral, Fla.; Stephen
Salassi, Eisenhower Division, New Orleans; Nicholas Batson, 2745th Seabee Battalion,
Marietta, Ga.; Devon Bowie, Eisenhower Division, New Orleans; Amber Brace, Lone Star
Squadron, Dallas-Fort Worth; Ben Greenwald, Twin Cities Squadron, St. Paul, Minn.; Shelly
Obman, Eisenhower Division, New Orleans; Austin Stevenson, Lone Star Squadron,
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Dallas-Fort Worth; Phillip Walls, Tennessee Division, Millington, Tenn.; and Lauren
Wehrmann, Lone Star Squadron, Dallas-Fort Worth. 

Salassi was named honor cadet and Wehrmann received the academic award.

The 13- to 18-year-olds went through a stringent training program to receive their award,
and will continue training once a month in their home divisions. Students are recruited for
the program through schools across the country. 

The course is a good way to get young people to enlist in military service after high school,
and leaders say it keeps them on the right track during their teenage years.

Thanks to you for taking this challenge, for your dedication and bravery and for believing in
this great country of ours.

. . . . . . . 

People for Plaquemines, a nonprofit organization founded by Peter Plisko, helps people
who are trying to rebuild and get their lives back together. The group is seeking volunteers
who are skilled in carpentry, plumbing, electrical, drywall and roofing.

They invite anyone who would like to help with repairing and rebuilding approximately 100
homes for Plaquemines residents to contact them. They are also in need of sponsors to
help with the cost of the materials used. These sponsorships can be from individuals or
companies and in any amount. Every donation and volunteer is much appreciated. For
more information, call Lyn Brett, co-director at (352) 346-0425 or e-mail
mail1lynear@gmail.com. 

. . . . . . . 

About 50 children from preschool through age 11 took part in The CrossRoads' vacation
Bible school during June. Lessons were taught Western-style with the theme "Avalanche
Ranch." 

VBS featured songs, stories, games, crafts and food. Campers made T-shirts with the camp
logo stamped on them and each child made two "Jesus teddy bears" (one for the camper
and one for children in Africa.) 

Snacks included Gummy Bears and s'mores. Lisa Hecht handled the chuck wagon. Kim
Dean was director and many volunteers helped, including Trina Claycomb, registrar. The
church, located on Avenue J, is served by Pastor James "Jim" Woodard; his wife, Claudia;
and Associate Pastor Raymond Alston.

. . . . . . . 

Students from Riverside-Brookfield High School in the suburbs of Chicago were in the
parish recently planting about 4,000 plugs of smooth cordgrass, otherwise known as
oystergrass, over 5,000 feet of shoreline along the base of the levee damaged by Hurricane
Katrina. Plaquemines Soil and Water Conservation District provided the grass.

The 32 sophomores and juniors were accompanied by four chaperones.

The levee is made a little more stable as the grass grows, and the grass will create a habitat
for wetland wildlife.

Matt Benoit, coastal vegetation program manager for the Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, and Mel Landry, volunteer coordinator at the Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program, spearheaded the campaign. Landry can be reached at (985)
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