Every time the U.S.5. Midway drops anchor
at Alameda, the officer of the deck gets
a sore arm. He gets it returning the snappy
salutes of 100 “boy bluejackets.” who
march up the aircraft carrier’s gangwayv
with the aplomb of veteran seafaring men.

The only things that distinguish the bovs
from the carrier's regular crew are the
Navy League Sea Cadet insignias on their
uniforms and their youthful appearance.

But what the cadets lack in yvears rthe
voungest is 12, the oldest 17) they make
up for through strict adherence to Navy
ways and Navy traditions.

Organized in the Eastbay less than a
year ago, the cadets have established an
espirit de corps that has caused Capt. L. F.
Burke, commanding officer of the Oakland

bone of the Navy of tomorrow.”

Naval Air Station, to call them “‘the back- L
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‘The boy bluejackets are divided into two
aoups—the Navy League Sea Cadets for

ys 12 through 14, and the U.S. Naval
Sea Cadets for the 14 through 17 age group.

While they are not officially connected
with the Navy, they receive virtually the
same training given to Naval Reservists.
Their officers are members of the Navy
League and their instructors are Reservists
on active duty at Alameda and QOakland
who volunteer their services. While the
boys are under n¢ compulsion to join the
Navy when they reach an age of enlistment,
most of them do.

Musters are held twice a month at Ala-
meda Naval Air Station and after the
trooping of the colors and a spit and polish
inspection by regular Navy officers, they
are ready to board a crash boat for seaman-
ship training, climb ahoard the Midway or

Navy

her sister ship, the USS. Hancock, or
attend class and drill.

The drills, conducted by three Marine
Corps corporals who also volunteer their
services, have whipped them into a crack
marching unit.

In the classroom, they are indoctrinated
with Naval history and traditions, ships,
aircraft, seamanship, communications and
subjects that range from swimming to cur-
rent events.
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T cadets lined up on the floor of the station drill hall to saiute the colors.

They siood #1 aftention before Capt. Charles Nelson, boss of the progrem.
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